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Susan George's transition from the sultry teenage star to international film star began when she starred in
the controversial and highly acclaimed Straw Dogs opposite Dustin Hoffman. Her enigmatic performance
was revered internationally leading her to Hollywood. There she made some 30 films, including the cult box
office hit Dirty Mary, Crazy Larry, and Mandingo

In 1986, she established her own film production company ‘Amy International’ and has since added her
equine therapeutic company ‘Susan George Naturally’ and her Arabian Stud Farm ‘Georgian Arabians’. In
2002 Susan even starred in East Enders, which made headline news as she was the first star of this caliber

to make such a guest appearance

She grew up in the business, leaving conventional school at the age of eleven to go to stage school and, at
twelve, landed a part as one of the Von Trapp children in The Sound Of Music at the Palace Theatre in
London. At this tender age, she would attend the Corona Academy during the day then rush to the West

End for The Sound Of Music  at night

Throughout the early sixties, she was scarcely away from our television screens appearing in, amongst
other productions, the BBC series Swallows and Amazons; the ATV series Weavers Green ; the BBC film
Dracula with Denholm Elliott; The Root of All Evil for Yorkshire TV and Life Class , one of the first live plays
for BBC2

It was inevitable that her undeniable screen presence would lead to a career in films and, in 1966, she
landed her first screen role - two lines in Ken Russell's The Billion Dollar Brain  starring Michael Caine. After
this came Up the Junction

In 1967, her first starring role introduced Susan George, as the young hippie Fred who seduced policeman
Michael York, in David Greene's The Strange Affair . George's charismatic and flirtatious performance not
only garnered good reviews but launched her reputation as a sex symbol which endures to this day

Her first American film came in 1968. It was John Le Carre's The Looking Glass War  with Anthony Hopkins
and Christopher Jones. This was one of several films that established her reputation for playing convincing
victims, a fate which would occur many times throughout her career. She was eighteen when cast as
Twinky (Lola) in the film of the same title that was to bring her international recognition. It was directed by

the then Hollywood newcomer Dick Donner and Charles Bronson played the deep-thinking, sombre

journalist falling for the playful charms of George's mini-skirted, love-struck schoolgirl. Spring and Port
Wine an adaptation from the successful New York theatre production, followed. Then, in total contrast, this

was followed by two thrillers, Fright and Eyewitness, both of which received reviews testifying to George's
chilling and often frighteningly effective performances

All this work proceeded George's most cherished role, that of Dustin Hoffman's newly wed Amy in Sam
Peckinpah's violent and disturbing tale of manhood rites, Straw Dogs. The part was a coveted one. She read
eight times and film-tested amid fierce competition, before she landed the part. She celebrated her 21st
birthday as they wrapped the film. This movie, more than any other established her as an international film
star. The success of Straw Dogs led directly to the title role in Dirty Mary, Crazy Larry, in which she co-
starred with Peter Fonda. The coupling was electric and this quintessentially early seventies American road
movie took off and became one of the most financially successful motion pictures of the year for Twentieth
Century Fox. It has long since become a cult movie of that era

This precipitated a succession of offers for George to play Americans. The next film she accepted was
Mandingo, a controversial story of inter-racial relationships in the deep south, in which she played one of
her most demanding roles, the alcoholic daughter of a plantation owner who had an affair with a slave. A
role played by ex-heavyweight world champion Ken Norton

Parallel to her film career, in 1972, her musical abilities where challenged in the highly acclaimed NBC
production of Dr Jekyll And Mr Hyde, in which she played Annie the cockney hooker opposite Kirk Douglas.
In 1977, she became one of only two women to be featured in a series of CBS sports specials entitled The
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American Sportsman. Excited by her love of horses, the programme took her to Chile where she rode in a

rodeo. Two years later, less daring perhaps, but equally adventurous, she appeared opposite Richard

Burton and Bob Hope in her first all out comedy role, a sketch filmed live at the London Palladium for an

NBC Bob Hope Special . Varied roles followed throughout the seventies including: the award winning Out Of
Season, a three handed black comedy with Vanessa Redgrave and Cliff Robertson; A Small Town in Texas
with Timothy Bottoms and Tomorrow Never Comes  with Oliver Reed

In the early eighties, she made the star-studded Venom; Enter the Ninja , the first of the "Ninja" movies;
The House Where Evil Dwells, shot in Japan with Edward Albert Jnr, and The Jigsaw Man with Michael Caine
and the legendary Laurence Olivier

She then made a return to the stage to play in the French farce Moumou. The production was also filmed
live for Showtime in Canada and her co-star was Robert Kline. Two years later, she was brought back to
Britain from Los Angeles by theatrical impresario Bill Kenwright to play the cynical and world-weary Georgie
in the West End production of Clifford Odets' The Country Girl , at the Apollo Theatre. Her performance was

lauded by the press. Oscar Moore wrote in TIME OUT: "...George emerges a disconcerting enigma - as the

quiet, bitter, but loyal wife she fascinates...O

At this time George was still living in California, but not long after, in 1986, she decided to return to Britain

with her husband Simon MacCorkindale, (BBC's Casualty) to form Amy International (named after her role
in Sam Peckinpah's Straw Dogs). After thirty years in front of the cameras she had decided to also work

behind them

In 1987, she was Executive Producer of Stealing Heaven, the first Amy Production with European partners
Jadran of then Yugoslavia. The film tells the story of twelfth century French lovers Abelard and Heloise and
starred Denholm Elliott. It successfully launched the new company into the International market place

The next year, she returned to the screen in Jack The Ripper for Thames Television and NBC, and the
second Amy International feature, the 1989 Tokyo Grand Prix winner, That Summer of White Roses, in
which she co-starred with Tom Conti and Rod Steiger. Over the years, one of George's behind the scenes

talents has been that of song writing and for That Summer of White Roses , she wrote the title track and
received the Anthony Asquith Award for Best New Composer from the British Film Institute in 1990

In 1994 she starred in The House That Mary Bought, a psychological thriller based on Tim Wynne Jones'
award winning novel Odd’s End, which was shot in France and Luxembourg. Her co-star was Ben Cross.

George also executive produced the film under the AMY banner. It was co-written and directed by Simon
MacCorkindale and was released very successfully as a Showtime Premiere Movie in October 1995

George has been heavily committed to the success of Amy International and its slate of projects and
worked tirelessly in the acquisition and development of each subject. Such A Long Journey, a feature which
was developed in association with British Screen and Telefilm Canada and based on Rohinton Mistry's
Booker Prize nominated novel, had its world premiere on 13th September 1998 at the Toronto Film Festival.
It subsequently won Most Popular Film at the Vancouver Film Festival; 3 Genies including Best Actor; The
Silver Chris at the Ohio Film Festival and it has a had fantastic theatrical run in Canada; garnered excellent
reviews in the UK and the United States

Several years ago she was the voice for the animated children's television series The Tidings. She played all
the female characters to co-star Robert Powell's males. A project she truly enjoyed. Immediately afterwards
she went into the studio to record her first solo album on which she sings many of her own compositions. It
was produced in collaboration with singer, songwriter Gordon Haskell of 'Harry's Bar' fame. She is due to
begin work on her long awaited autobiography which will be completed in 2010

Outside of show business, she has always had a passion for horses - the Arabian in particular and her
Somerset based ‘Georgian Arabians’ that began as a hobby is now a fully fledge world class stud farm, and
Susan is fast becoming a breeder of note. Ten years ago Susan took on the challenging position of Honorary
President of the Horse of the Year Show in her quest to raise the profile of all things equine

She has been an animal lover all her life and believes in homeopathy and alternative therapy. To this end
she created her equine aromatherapy line of products that are designed for animal welfare. ‘Susan George
Naturally’ is a flourishing cottage industry business that she intends to expand over the next few years

Susan George is also a recognized equine photographer known for capturing the spirit of the horse through
the eye of the lens. September 2007 sees the launch of her first photographic exhibition *Spirit of Equus’ at
the established Petley Fine Art Gallery in London's West End. She and the artist Roy Petley have enjoyed a
long and special friendship over the years and it is the first time that the gallery has chosen to exhibit a
photographer's work
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