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KEN ALEXANDER

L

DIRECTOR   Ken was Artistic Director of Perth Rep (2004-2005) & the Byre, St Andrews (94-2004)

THEATRE  includes:
2010 NOISES OFF/BUS STOP Pitlochry Festival Theatre
2010 LUCKY NUMBERS Royal Court, Liverpool
2009 WHISKY GALORE/GOOD THINGS Pitlochry Festival Theatre
2009 DIRTY DUSTING Royal Court, Liverpool
2008 FOLLOW Finborough Theatre
2008 OUT ON THE WING Oran Mor, Glasgow
2008 OUTLYING ISLANDS Pitlochry Festival Theatre
2007 SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER Freed Performing Arts Center Ohio, USA
2007 AE FOND KISS Assembly Rooms, Edinburgh & Tour
2007 PASSING PLACES Pitlochry Festival Theatre
2006 ON A KNIFE EDGE Borderline Theatre
2006 DIRTY DUSTING No.1 UK Tour (UK & Ireland)
2006 THE GRAPES OF WRATH Pitlochry Festival Theatre
2005 A SENSE OF JUSTICE Perth Theatre
2005 ALADDIN AND THE ENCHANTED LAMP Perth Theatre
2005 OLIVER! Perth Theatre
2004 THE DOROTHY PAUL SHOW Pavilion Theatre, Glasgow
2004 THE GLASS MENAGERIE Byre Theatre, St Andrews
2004 A HAPPY MEDIUM BHJ Ltd (UK Tour)
2004 THE SECRET GARDEN Byre Theatre, St Andrews
2003 STEPPING OUT Pitlochry Festival Theatre
2003 TALLYÕS BLOOD Borderline Theatre/Scottish Tour
2003 CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF Byre Theatre, St Andrews
2002 PARKING LOT IN PITTSBURGH Byre Theatre/BHJ Ltd Tour
2002 THE ODD COUPLE Scottish Tour
2002 MASTER CLASS Byre Theatre, St Andrews
2001 INTO THE WOODS Byre Theatre, St Andrews
1999 ÔNIGHT MOTHER Ohio Northern University
1997 CALIFORNIAN POPPY DMG Prods/Edinburgh Festival
1996 WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND Byre Theatre, St Andrews
1994 ONCE A CATHOLIC R.S.A.M.D. Chandler Studio
1993 THE TAMING OF THE SHREW Nuffield Theatre, Southampton
1993 THE TAMING OF THE SHREW Nuffield Theatre, Southampton

(As Associate Director)
BYRE, ST ANDREWS other productions include:
A HAPPY MEDIUM  by Dorothy Paul and John Bett, EDUCATING RITA  by Willy Russell, A CHRISTMAS CAROL by Charles Dickens adapted
by David Holman, BONDAGERS  by Sue Glover (and tour), SHIRLEY VALENTINE by Willy Russell (and tour), THE OPEN  by A B Paterson 
(and tour), THE HOSTESS by Vivien Adam (and tour), SABINA! By Chris Dolan (and tour), SIDE SEA VIEW/A LADY OF LETTERS  by 
Anne Downie (and tour), THE TWO OF US by Michael Frayn (and tour), PHOENIX by Susan G McClyont (and tour), ALADDIN AND THE 
MAGIC LAMP by Neil Duffield (and tour), HANSEL AND GRETEL by Vivien Adam and Ken Alexander, LOOKING AFTER NORMAN by 
Stewart Brown (and tour), TEECHERS  by John Godber, THE IDEAL GNOME EXHIBITION by David Wood, ROMEO & JULIET by William 
Shakespeare adapt. by John Clifford, THE SECRET DIARY OF ADRIAN MOLE by Sue Townsend, THE SLAB BOYS by John Byrne, DAMES
AT SEA by George Haimsohn, Robin Miller/Jim Wise, THE GINGERBREAD MAN by David Wood, BROADWAY BOUND by Neil Simon, OUR
DAY OUT  by Willy Russell

PERTH REP other productions include:
SABINA by Chris Dolan, COMMUNICATING DOORS by Alan Ayckbourn, A PASSIONATE WOMAN by Kay Mellor, THE NERD by Larry 

Shue, PHEONIX by Susan McClymont/David Gray Buchanan, DICK WHITTINGTON by Ken Alexander/Walter Carr, THE DEEP BLUE SEA

TRAINING
Newcastle upon Tyne Polytechnic
BA (Hons) Degree Ð Creative Arts (2:1)
Major Music (3 yrs) Minor Drama (2 yrs)
Scottish Arts Council Trainee Director Bursary Ð Perth Theatre PTO……./
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KEN ALEXANDER DIRECTOR

SUMMARY CAREER DETAILS
04.2005-Present Freelance Theatre Director
03.2004-03.2005 Artistic Director, Perth
01.1994-03.2004 Artistic Director, Byre St Andrews
10.1993-12.1993 Associate Director, Nuffield Theatre, Southampton
07.1993-09.1993 Freelance Theatre Director
07.1991-06.1993 Assistant Director, Perth Theatre
09.1989-06.1991 Scottish Arts Countil Trainee Director, Perth Theatre
OTHER POSTS HELD/FREELANCE WORK
Royal Scottish Academy of Music & Drama, Glasgow: Guest Lecturer; External Examiner MDra (Acting). Queen Margaret 
College, Edinburgh: Guest Lecturer; External Examiner Theatre Studies subject area BA (Hons) Drama Studies/combined 
studies; External Assessor BA Acting. Ohio Northern University: International Guest Artist, Freed Center for the Performing
Arts. Ohio Arts Council: Onsite Assessor.
REVIEW EXTRACTS
Whisky Galore - A Musical! Adapted from the novel by Compton Mackenzie by Shona McKee McNeil & Ian Hammond Brown (2009)
" ***** Ken Alexander made a superb job of transforming it into a witty and joyous stage event" The Scotsman  ÒThe triumph
of Ken AlexanderÕs productionÉ the presentation bristles with energyÉ Add to that the Festival TheatreÕs typically high 
production values and you have a hit on your hands.Ó  Mark Brown, Sunday Herald ÒÉa cracking start to the seasonÉ Under Ken
AlexanderÕs assured direction, the pace flowed as quickly as the whiskyÓ The Stage ÒIt sets the summer season off to a 
rousing start with one of the strongest casts I have seen hereÉ Ken AlexanderÕs ebullient productionÉ Full of gusto and 
versatility, the 14 strong ensemble deliver it with tremendous charm.Ó Mark Fisher, The Guardian  ÒÉa rip-roaring popular 
successÉ the charm of the story, the know-how of the production team, some of Compton MackenzieÕs best lines and the 
sheer unstoppable verve of the company at full tilt conspire to make the whole thing completely irresistible.Ó Robert Dawson 
Scott, The Times

Follow by Dameon Garnett (Finborough Theatre 2008)  “Ken Alexander’s direction achieves a spontaneity of playing that keeps 
the audience constantly engaged.” British Theatre Guide

Out On the Wing by Daniel Jackson, (Oran Mor, Glasgow, March 2007) “…a brilliantly lively short drama on a vital theme for 
contemporary Scotland; and with actors Louise Ludgate, Stewart Porter and Barrie Hunter in superb form, Ken Alexander’s 
production is something of a small-scale treat.” The Scotsman

Passing Places by Stephen Greenhorn (Pitlochry Festival Theatre July Ð October 2007) “…a real treat of substantial yet light-touch 
comedy, for any audience interested in the times we live in…this is a smart, witty, respectful and good-hearted account of 
Greenhorn’s play, sensitive to its powerful mix of narrative and dialogue, and full of enjoyable cameo performances…” The 
Scotsman

Ae Fond Kiss by Ann Marie Di Mambro (November 2006) “Ken Alexander’s direction is quite masterly: there are theatre directors 
in senior positions in Scotland who could usefully learn a thing or two about blocking a script by watching carefully… He 
should take some of the credit for the exquisite timing displayed by the cast”  The Herald Òa little cracker of contemporary 
comedyÉ served up with immense care, sharpness and affection in Ken AlexanderÕs unpretentious but perfectly timed 
productionÓ  The Scotsman

A Sense of Justice by Vivien Adam (World Premiere starring Rula Lenska and Nicholas Bailey Perth Theatre February 2005)
“…packs a surprisingly powerful punch…a brave exercise in theatrical genre-busting…” The Scotsman ÒA triumph for all 
concernedÓ  Stage

Aladdin and the Enchanted Lamp  by Ken Alexander & Paul Nivison (Perth Theatre December 2004) ÒKen Alexander knows what 
makes a family panto motor, and it shows at every turn in this hugely entertaining AladdinÓ The Herald

Oliver!  by Lionel Bart (Perth Theatre, August 2004) ÒÉa strong and heartfelt productionÉ formidable strength and clarity of 
narrative Ó The Scotsman ÒKen Alexander has brought the place roaring back to life with this boisterous, confident 
productionÉÓ  The Times

The Secret Garden by Marsha Norman & Lucy Simon (Scottish Premiere Byre Theatre September 2003) ÒExquisitely directed by Ken 
Alexander this is an ambitious production that delivers delight by the barrowload.Ó  Perthshire Advertiser   ÒÉan outstanding 
production.Ó  Courier

TallyÕs Blood  by Ann Marie Di Mambro (Byre/Borderline Scottish Tour Feb 2003 Ð April 2004) ÒKen AlexanderÕs production is near-
perfect and brimming with warmth.Ó  Sunday Herald

The Odd Couple  by Neil Simon (Byre Theatre/BHJ Ltd Scottish Tour starring Gerard Kelly & Andy Gray Aug Ð Oct 2003)  “…a cracking 
touring production from the Byre Theatre” Edinburgh Evening News

Master Class by Terrence McNally (Scottish Premiere Byre Theatre July 2002)  ÒThere are moments of greatness in Ken AlexanderÕs
Scottish premiereÓ The List “Ken Alexander’s well-crafted, thoroughly enjoyable production…deeply moving.” The Scotsman

Bondagers  by Sue Glover (Byre Theatre Scottish Tour September Ð November 2001) “A deeply sympathetic production, glistening 
with engaging performances.” The Guardian

Into the Woods  by Stephen Sondheim (Scottish Professional Premiere Byre Theatre June 2001) ÒKen AlexanderÕs staging is a triumph
in all departments.Ó  The Herald ÒÉdeeply enjoyable, intelligent and satisfyingÉ the whole production is pulled together by 
Ken Alexander with a passionate attention to detail that creates a show of impressive elegance, power and pace.Ó  Scotsman
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